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John Crockihaks Eſq; 
To a Panpurer, Intitled, 


18; 


Mid Have ben your Pamphlet, which you callz 


1 A Refutation of the Charge brought againſt 
Admiral XKrowles 3 in a late Pamphlet, in- 
5 12 titled, The Conduct and Treatment of Jahn 
&« Crookſhanks, Ei; You adopt this Piece. 
your own ; I ſhall conſider it as ſuch, and make my 

ply. Malice and Defamation” as little belong to 
„as the moſt perfect Virtue under Heaven does to 
:” Therefore, while I addreſs you with Truth, 
pn; Sir, to hear it without Contempt.“ 

fl had 60 confided in Time,” you would have en- 
voured to carry on the Indignity you have throw: 
n me during Liſe; and I, who have felt the Effects 

your Malice and Defamation, am ſurely. intitled to 


it in Juſtification of my own Honour and Inno- 
. | 


=: | You- 


141 
You plume yourſelf in a Refutation of my Charge 
againſt you - That Charge was publiſhed in Decemby 
1758, and you let it paſs in Silence full four Months, It 
this Caſe indeed I did ſuſpect your Diſpoſition to Silence, 
and have Reaſon to think you would never have replied to 
the Charge I have brought againſt you, if you had nd 
been ſpurred to ſay ſomething in Juſtification of yourkl 
by thoſe you call your Friends, | 
Now let me tell the World the Motives that induced me, 
to bring this Charge againſt you, above ten Years afte 
e the Affair, which it relates to, was tranſacted: And 
then, * let the Reader take the true State of the Caſe," 
as far as it concerns you; wherein it will be found tha 
you are greatly defective in your avowed Candour an 
Integrity. 
My Motives, Sir, were, a due "LAI for the 
Board of Admiralty in its collective State; and alſo a pn 
per Reſpect to thoſe individual Members to whom I ha 
had the Honour to be known, and freely permitted t 
ſpeak of my Caſe ;—an Unwillingneſs to caft any publi 
Mark of Contempt, or Diſapprobation, on the judic 
Proceedings of Courts-Martial in general, or even n 
own in particular; — a Care of myfelf, to avoid d 
Charge of being hurried and actuated by mere Paff 
and Reſentment ;—a ſcrupulous Adherence to Tru 
worthy Sir; with the Encouragement of able Men 
known Honour, whoſe Opinion and Advice it has 
ways been, that I ought to obtain, and therefore flo 
continue to ſeek and hope for, Redreſs, through the Bc 
of Admiralty. Theſe, Sir, and ſeveral other Reaſons, u. 
neceſlary to trouble the Reader with, delayed the Public 
tion of my Caſe fo long as Ten Years. My Charge 
heavy againſt you, and you ought to have regarded 
beeauſe you know it can be ſupported. 
Your Pamphlet ſays, p. 2. At the Time when 
© Knowles was Governor of Louiſburg, and Command 
ein Chief of his Majeſty's Ships in thoſe Seas, he 
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ceived a Letter by Lieutenant Hughes from Captain 
Erſtine, complaining of the Conduct of Captain Om” 
ſhunts, ſent in the Montagu Ordnance Tender; 
Copy of which is annexed No. 1.” in your Appendix, 
ou alſo received from me, Sir, the Letter ſet forth in 
ny Charge, p. 29. dated at Sea the 21ſt of Fuly 1747, 
herein I acquainted you, that © as the Warꝛuict had 
& ſuſtained conſiderable Damage in an Engagement, I 
judged it for the Service to give Captain Erſtine Orders 
to make the beſt of his Way to Lowſburg ; which I 
{ hoped you would approve : And that I ſhould, at every 
Event, make Diſpatch to get there, after having com- 
plied with my Orders and Inſtructions; Copies of 
which I therewith ſent you. That as our. Attempt to 
take a large Ship of the Enemy's was attended with ill 
Succeſs ; I judged it muſt neceſſarily call for a public 
Enquiry ; and therefore, if, in Conſequence of ſuch 
Orders and Inſtructions, I ſhould find myſelf obliged 
to ſtay at Newfoundland, I hoped the Service would 
permit you to ſend me Orders, to join you as ſoon as 
poſſible.” This Letter was dated four Days after the 
neagement, and was ſent by the YYarwick, with a 
hplicate thereof by the Montagu And your Letter in 
awer to it was dated Louiſburg, Auguſt 15, wherein you 
knowledged: the Receipt of mine, and informed me, 


rſtine, for not aſſiſting him in the Engagement, I was 
mediately to repair to Louiſburg, and anſwer the ſame 
a Court-Martial ; which you wiſhed I might be able 
do. I am of Opinion, that my Letter to you would 
e checked any other Commanding Officer in the 
ſorld from taking ſuch an enormous Stride as you 
ide in this Affair; till after both Parties had been 


Face to Face. You knew that Mr. Hughes was 


rely a Paſſenger on board the Warwick, and arrived at 


Murg before he regulary ought to have done. He 
B 2 brought 


eixt 


as you had a Complaint againſt me from Captain 


— ·. : — — ñ ! — 


164 


brought no Letter or Meſſage from me, the Camman 
ing Officer. You muſt have ſeen that Captain Exh 
had a Deſign in filching this Lieutenant away unknom 
to me. Tf it was not obvious to you, it was to the whi 
Garriſon, and particularly to ſeveral Officers of the Re 
iments commanded by the Generals Warburton g 
Hapſon; Gentlemen who had long and intimatdly know 
Captain Croobſbanis before their removal from Gibralta 
You will hardly pretend to be ignorant, that Mr. Hug 
induſtriouſty carried about, in the public Streets, a P; 
per indited by Captain Erſtine, containing ſuch a puſkn 
bombaft, incoherent Account of his Engagement wit 
the 'Gloriofo, as did then, and muſt now, convince ever 
diſcerning Perſon of his Intent in clandeſtinely ſendig 
Mr. Hughes forward to ſoreſtall Opinions, by taking th 
Advantage of making the firſt Complaint, and that 
gainſt his Commanding g Officer. It could not have eſca 
ed yout Penetration, that Captain Erſrine was acting th 
Part of a Man who was uneaſy and unſatisfied with h 
own Conduct. Tt might poſſibly eſcape your Þ Fars; 36 
F am well affured, that this ſame Hugh ul to preju 
dice me more, propagated, a Report Firs ol 
to Newfow: land, to keep out of the Way, — that 
mould ſoon teh me back. Do you think, Sir, if 
Proccedings +3 theſe. are ta be admitted or encourag 
chat the BN ir and Reputation of the moſt innoce 
Man upon Earta are ſafe from Aſſaſſination? The L 
ter ſent to you, from Captain Enſtine, to which you f 
fer, as inſerted in your Appendix, p. 22. was dated 
Sea July 24, wherein, he only preſumes to ſay, th 
« after the' Lark began the Action, ſhe quickly paſſed th 
t Enemy, and never more returned; that the Marui 
engaged till ſhe was rendered incapable of retreatiny 
ot purſuing: And that %. a moſt valuable Prize mak 
her Eſcape dy the unparalleled Backwardneſs of th 
« [Lit 
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&« Lark, That Mr. Hughes, if you required it, „ 
« % MORE CIRCUMSTANTIAL Account, ., And; that, in 
« the mean time, he ſhould draw up a regular Complaint 
« againſt me.” In your Letter to me of the. 15th of 
Juguſt, you give no Anſwer to that Part of mine of the 
21ſt of Fuly, relative to my Defire of a Court- Martial; 
therefore it appears you were poſitively determined ta 
try me on the Letter ſent by my junior Officer, even 
before you either ſaw him or me, or received his regular 
Complaint. Such was the Force of your Prepoſſeſſion, 
which was not removed after you received the following 
Letter, | 


tc To CARL ES KNowLEs, Eſq; Ec. 


"= * Harbour, 4 aue, 1747. 
«SIR, 


*[ Am to acknowledge the Receipt of your Order and 

Letter of the 14th and 15th of Augu/?; the latter 

« acquainting me of a Complaint you have againſt me, 
« from Captain Eyſtine. 

« By my Letter to you of the 21ſt of July, a Copy 
* of which he ſaw, he might eaſily have perceived, I 
« was very tender in making the firſt Complaint ; not 
te to be ſuſpected of the leaſt ſinifter Art, in ſorecloſing 
any Evidence he could give, or any thing he might 
© have to ſay, in caſe the whole, or any Part, of the 
“Trial was to fall on me, as without doubt it muſt, 
having been the Commanding Officer. I am, therefore, 
« to deſire you will pleaſe to inform me, whether I am 
* to be tried principally on Captain Er/eine's Complaint, 
© or for the ill Succeſs of the Action? Becauſe, if for 
* the latter, my Defence muſt greatly conſiſt in charg- 
af ing him with diſobedient and unwarrantable Beha- 
i viourz which I would have been as backward as poſ- 

& {ible 


LY 1 
« ſible in taking notice of, for the forementioned Res 
. fon, till my Trial came on. I repeat, leſt it ſhoul 
4 Jook like a Meafure taken to ſcreen myſelf from his In. 


6+ putations, or ſeeming to RECRIMINATE on any Body, 
«4 whoſe Evidence could be wanted, till I had- entirely 
4 bene 9 
Jam, c. 


Joux CROOKSHAXKi 


I ſhewed too much * to Captain Eritine; and, 
as you precipitately and wantonly embraced his Side d 
the Cauſe, you were reſolved to ſupport it with too much 
Partiality. I intimated to you, that I would not ſeem to 
recriminate -on any Perfon: You took up the Term a 
Jamaica, and wrote to the Admiralty, that my Complain 
againſt Captain Erotine appeared to you to be only rec. 
minating. This furniſhed the Admiralty with a Word, d 
which you had made an unjuſt Uſe ; and the Admiralty, 
deceived by you, returned it to me. Pray what wa 
your Reaſon for not charging me with Recriminatin 
when I was with you at Lauisburg ? 

In p. 34 you ſay, ** The Commodore had already ſent 


* for, the Panther, Captain Wickham, from Newfound- 
& land, and the Fowey and Aldborough, from Boſton, to come 
< and join him; but he wrote for Captain Wickham il. 
* ter the Receipt of this Complaint, [ Hughes's Com- 
„ laint.] Theſe Ships, with the Canterbury, and Nur. 
& wich, which he had with him at Louisburg, would 
have furniſhed a ſufficient Number of Captains to have 
< compoſed a Court-Martial for the Trial of Captain 
„ Crookſhanks.” You further ſay, That none of theſe 
« Ships arriving, and the Commodore having received 
* his Majeſty's Inſtructions to repair to Bo/ton ; and 
& having alſo received Orders from the Lords of the Ad- 
X miralt to proceed to Jamaica, and take upon him the 

6 Come 
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[9] 
« Command of the Squadron there, on the Death of 
« Vice-Admiral Davers, Mr. Knowles had no Opportu- 


unity of trying Captain Crook/hanks at Louisburg, as he 
mM intended.” 


Excuſe me, Sir, if I refute ſome Part of what you 
have ſo ſpontaneouſly ſet forth, concerning the Intention 
of trying me at Lowisburg : Therefore I inform you, 
hat on the 1 3th of Augu/# I arrived at St. John's Harbour, 
n Newfoundland, and there found his Majeſty's Ship 
Panther, commanded by Captain Mietham. I mean the 
ame Gentleman that you wrote to twice, as you (ay, 
ntending he ſhould aſſiſt at my Trial: But the Day I 
urrived at Newfoundland, Captain Wickham came to 
e, and ſhewed me his Orders from you, which, with 
is Letter to me the ſame Day, occaſioned me to write 
im the following Lerter and Order relating to an Expe- 
lition againſt St. Julians, &c. the Execution of which 
as intruſted by the Lords of the Admiralty to me. 


St. r Harbour, Newfoundland, — 13, 1747. 


« SIR, 


1 Have received your Letter of Yeſterday's Date, ac- 
quainting me of your Orders from Commodore 


1. Knowles, of the 3oth of June, to proceed to St. Ju- 
me ans, &c. deſiring my Aſſiſtance in forwarding the Ex- 
af. W* pedition, and wiſhing it may be in my Choice to pro- 
m-M* ceed with his Majeſty's Ship the Lark, under my 
Command. In anſwer to which, I acquaint you, that 
u | have examined my Orders and Inſtructions from my 


Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, as likewiſe a 
an Propoſal from Mr. Kilby, Agent for New- England, to 
eſe their Lordſhips, and communicated to me by Mr. Se- 
el N cretary Corbet, with their Directions thereon ; from all 
nd which I conceive it incumbent on me to accompany ' 


d- the Expedition, and more eſpecially after your Appli- 
the cation 


10 

te cation to me: I ſhall therefore give you Orders to put 
« yourſelf under my Command. And I deſire you will 
& furniſh me in Writing with an Account of ſuch Step 
« as you have already taken upon any Intelligence you 
« may have got, as alſo what you judge farther neceſlary 
at to be done to forward this Service. I hope to be able 
6 to go to Sea in four or five Days at fartheſt. 


Fam, Sc. 


JohN CRooksHANKs 


4 To Captain Widtham, Commander of his * 
N Ship the Panther. 


10 * Captain Jom Crookhanks, Commander of hu 
| Majeſty's Ship the Lark. 


I conſequence of your Letter of Application to me; 

and an atteſted Copy of Commodore Knowles's Or- 
« ders of the zoth of June 1747; to you; you are her- 
& by required and directed to follow ſuch Orders as you 
c ſhall receive from me, for his Majefty's Service, untl 
. further Order; and you are to hold his Majeſty's Ship, 
« under your Command, in conſtant Readineſs to ſal 
« in Company with me. Given under my Hand, on 
© board his Majeſty's Ship the Lark, in St. John's Har- 


& 2 this 13th Day of Auguft 1747. 
5 Joun CROOK SHANK s.” 


4 To Captain Yickham, Commander of his Majefty' 
« Ship the Panther, 


On the 2oth a Merchant Ship arrived from Lui 
burg, on board of which Captain Brad/treet, the 
„ of Newfoundland, came a Pal 

ſengeln 


1. 


By this Cqnveyance I received your Or» 
Jer, dated mie 14th, an board his Majeſty's Ship 
Norwich, and your 2228 on the 1 5th, requiring 
me to repair to Louisburg, to anſwer for y Con- 
datt at a Cour: Martial, upon a Complaint you | 
had received from, . tain Erchine ; z, on which I 


gave the followibg Order, to Captain in 7s cham. Per, 


« By Captain John Oc! Comeiandet of 
7 27 1 * Majeſty's 


Wurakgs 1 have received Didier fm 

Commodore Arowlas, requiring me to join 
« him at Loui burg; you are hereby required and di- 
« rected to follow your former Orders from him of 
« the zoth of June, to proceed to Hiſbot, &c. with his 
« Majeſty's Ship Panther, under your Command. 
« Dated on board his Majeſty's Ship, Lark, in St. 
« John's, Harbour, 2 fſt Auguſt, 1747. And ſubſe- 

« quently' J wrote to Captain Wictham,: as. follows, 


Lark, in St. zun: awo, = tug 1757. 
«SR, 


—4 Have ad your two bag of he 21ſt, 
and haue choſe out thirty good Men, and the 
« Surgeon's Second Mate, a Liſt of whom is here- 
with ſent you. It is all the Strength 1 can think of 
« parting with, as we have now forty Men ſick, and 
* rather a Probability of the Number increaſing. 


« I heartily wiſh you Succels, in Jour. n 
6 and am, &c, 


Jonxs Du. 


When I arrived at Louisburg, you es of my 
having furniſhed bon Wickham with theſe Men, 


and 


b 
Al it. fyrni : d 1 1 5 ge of lending ing l 
Hart. immec lately back to Neu, and ! me P. 


ſonęr on board her, to wait the A rival of theſe Me 
pp os Wichham un eturn there from b 


ma, 


0 oo err ee ad. 4 


** 21 


ition. 5 me 15 int that .my Perk 
would. haye been 15 at 15 S the, AT j 


the Ship was necellaty z 12 t Caſe, 1 how 


« have bad the;Adyaptage of ſesing ſome Friends, wh 


1 would have informed me of A Multitude of Falſhool 
'Y ' that were propagated and encouraged, many of wii 


| T ſhoul@- have been in the Way to refute inſtani) 
| From all theſe Cireumſtancts, how does it appear it 
, that y rote twice to Captain Miclbam 
is join! you at Lowitbirg, in order to ſit as a Member 
| my Gourt-Martial ? And the ſecond Time, as 
ay after the Receipt of the Complaint? Did 
| "CaptaisH}/iathain, aſter bis Return from the Exps 
j tion, fall for Europe, in donſequence of your Od 
of the 30th of Ne Fr I believe he did: But I am fit 
that, during my firſt Stay at St. Fobn's, he never con 
| | Imhnieated any Order, Letter, or Intention from ye 
to him, to rejoin you at Louisburg, which you, kno 
Was jadſpenfibly his Duty to do, as I was his Con 
| q anding Officer," While we recained there : togetlc 
| The Lark e and arrived' at, St. John th 
| * twenty Kilt pg -preniber; and on the twenty-four 
| * wre the. Nack. I "a Captain Wickham, 
| ently "paſſed "Hours wich him, but heard not d a 
Morde of Your' Order for him to repair” to Loaishug 
0 Tt was now flo longer a "Duty in'Captain Wickhan i 
N have informed me of his Orders: I was in Suſpen 
5 ſion; and, if I had not been ſo, Captain Pett, of i 
| | Norwich, was the "{ehior Officer. But I wift unde 
| take to anſwer for Captain Wickham, that if he v 
then, or ever had been, poſſeſſed of ſuch an Ords 
he would have found ſome — of telling me fo 


1 
r 
3 


L 13.1 
for there could be no Motive, or Reafon, to keep it 


4 me. Lal 6 . 4 eee boi * 1 
"The Lir#sJoutnal informs me, that the twenty-five- 


ſent Men were returned; and that the ſame Day your 
Baggage, and the Soldiers with their Proviſtons re. 


ber, for Europe. "Theſe"SbIdiets were'Tnvalids, re- 
gtherided to Chelſed ; and ſutety you cbuld not think" 
of ending for Captain TV; han to Lowitburg, when 
vou had Ae ordered Him to England? From all 
his T hope you will find out, as it is exceſſively clear 
o me, and I flatter myſelf it will 2 pear ſo to the 
orld, that you never harboured the een ene 0 
aling upon Captain 21. >tham to be preſen nt 28 a =? 
er of any Court urt-Martial that could ſit oͤn my Trial. 
Whether you had ſent fot the Aldberough and Frey 
om By/tan, that their Captains might aſſiſt at my 
purt- Martial, you can beſt tell: But you may prove, 
to Satisfaction, if you will ſhew your Copy- Book, 
d your Orders to thoſe Captains :entered in regular 
ourſe of Dates. They joined you at Bean. Pray 
ud you any Opportunity, after you receiyed Captain 
nilint's Complaint, to countermand your firſt Orders 
the Captains of the Aldborough and Fowey ?. You, 
ertainly. could have kept Captain Hore, becauſe you 
tt the Canterbury. I preſume you might have kept 
be Norwich, Captain Pet, a ſufficient Time, becauſe 
ou ſent 'him to Newfoundland, only to Execute the 
pmmon ordinary Duties of a Man of War at that 
ace, viz. to convoy the Trade to Lisbon; a 

le Men of War appointed for that Service, you, kn Wy 
arcely ever fail from Sr. John? s before the Jaſt Day 
f September, the Fiſh- Ships for that Port, in general 


t being ready before that Time, of the 5 70 


Ocgcher. Captain 2701 was with you at. Loui 
C 2 burg ; 


* 


je {0 


eived from Liuiug, Were ſent on board the Pau- | 


[14] 


4 3 Ship, 1 heard, had been lately condema. 


ed as unſerviceable; but if you had given him a Com. 


miſßon, and ordered a Pendant to be hoiſted on 1 
Plank of that Ship, it would have legally authoriſed hin 


to ſit as a Member of the Court-Martial. If any one 
of the Ships you pretend to have ſent for had arrived, 
you then might have aſſembled a Court-Martial, bs 
cauſe your firſt Lieutenant might have ſat by Virtue 
an Order from you. This would have happened, i 
you, had been half as eager to bring on my ay 1 


joined the Fowey and Aldborough at Boſton, in Cons 
quence of your Orders to their Captains, to join yu 
there. Pra 7 recolle&, Sir, that you had ſent aw: 
the Norwich, Captain Pett, before my Arrival at Lou 
burg ; though you had all the Reaſon in the World t 
expect ſeeing me every Hour, I am poſitive therefo 
that itnever was your Intention to have CaptainPettto af 
as 2 Member of any Court-Martial that you wc 
appoint for my Trial. Your Orders ſent Captain N 
to St. John's, and from thence to Lisbon and Engl 
You took that Opportunity of letting go the firſt Lie 
tenant and Boatſwain of the Farwick, without waiti 
to-know if I might want to call upon their Evid: 
I arrived at Louiſburg the 4th of September ; the 10 
arrived the Canterbury, and you immediately gave Cy 
tain Hors Leave to quit; therefore you did not inte 
him as a Member of my Court-Martial.— On the 1 
of September you hoiſted your Broad Pendant on boi 
the Canterbury, and gave Mr. Erſtine a Commil 
to be Captain under you, tho? I had then arraig 
his Conduct, both by Letter to you and in Conit 
fation with you, in the Preſence of Captain Eri 
in your own Bed-chamber at Louiſburg. You ſuſpent 
me, Why did you not ſuſpend him alſo ? No, 


D 

prefered him, aud ſhewed him every Mark of Ci. 
iy you could ſtudy or invent, to ſerve the Cauſe in 
"WW which you had raſhly embarked yourſelf. This, Sir, 
s fuch a notorious and manifeſt Act of Partiality, 
0 BY that I defy the Fertility, even of your Invention, to find 
me a Precedent, or Excuſe for it ; and I ſhall venture 
„do reſt, on the Deciſion of your own Friends, who 
« know your Innocence and Impartiality, and who, 
as you ſay, © agviſed you to refute my Charge again 
« you.” Partiality, Sir, is the Fougdation of Injuſtice : 
You had the Inſolence to tell me, in your Bed-cham- 
ber, before Captain Erſtine, that, if you had cem- 
manded the Lark and Warwick, you would haue been 
d— 4 if you had not taken the Glorigſo. I made you 
a reſpectful Anſwer at that Time, but I preſume to tell 
you now, that well as I am verſed in your Hiſtory 
| Wand Atchievements, 1 know no one Act of your 
eoweſs that convinces me, you would have taken 
Whalf the Pains I did to ſeek Danger. Candid Rea- 
ſoners and brave Men will, in this Inſtance, forgive 
ne begging the Queſtion; If I had not felt a Deter- 
mination to fight the Glorioſo, with the Aſſiſtance of 
ie Warwick, what could induce. me, the Command- 
ing Officer of a conſiderable Convoy, to chaſe the 
brieſe 23 Hours out of 40, diametrically oppoſite 
o the Courſe of my Voyage: I might have paſſed on 
very ſafe the firſt Night, free from Harm or Cenſure. 
But, not to looſe Sight of your Partiality, recollect, 
"What you, his Excellency the Governor of Louiſburg, 
"Wand Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's Ships in 
oſe Seas, came down Stairs from your Bed-chamber, 
ollowed by Captain Exſtine and myſelf, and went out 
f the Door of your Houſe, where you had again the 
Inſolence and Ill- nature, to take Captain Eyſtine un- 
the Arm, and in that very friendly Attitude paraded 
him 


their Lordſhips may depend upon the Matter's being 


tions will appear.verified, by what. you are pleaſed t 
fay; or do you think, Sir, that Aſſertion will, by th 


bis, I: 


him backwards and forwaups be Multitud 850 
Officers, pile I was ſtopt a ew np, 0 f | 


+ 4x Yo 


to. ſome Gentlemen gf amy para Aqui, 1 


this Behaviour, which- was, ſo. very, unbecoming the 
— of. the. Station nn. Wbich vou. ere then 
Von ay. [p-3 ]. 0 Ae of trying me 
«..at Louiſpurg is verified by your Letter to the Ad. 
es miralty, in the Appendix, No. 5. in which you 
«tranſmitted a .Copy of -Captain Erftine's Complaint Wi 
& againſt Captain Crookhenks, No. . How far the i + 
* Commodore gave his Opinion: of this Tranfactio il | 
will appear - likewiſe from that Leiter; and if he 
& really had wrote to the Duke of Bedford and Lor 
- Aion, to prepoſſeſs them againſt Captain Cat. t 
4. ſbanks, as he advances, there has been Time enougt i 1 
in ten Vears for the Captain to have obtained the 1 
Proof of ſuch a Fact. f 
You ſay in. the Cloſe of * No. s. 'refecn t 
to, The Lart is not yet arrived, when ſhe doe, 0 


«. ſtrictly examined into.? 
Do you flatter yourſelf, good Sr, that your Inter: 


Ciſgerning Part of Mankind, be logked upon as, aſl *: 
Degree of Proof. I flatly deny your having the leu U 
Intention to try me at Zowdurg, and I hope I hav be 
proved it to Demonſtration. | * 
Since you was hurried, by your accuſtomed. np: 
tuoſity, to tranſmit to the Admiralty a Copy of Ca- n 
tain Erfeme's Complaint againſt me, without waitiny og 
to hear what I had to ſay in my own Juſtification, wif o 


would you not at leaſt fend alſo my Letter to vou . 
| Jated 


1171 


Aida Bea au. 21Kof © Jah Vo received a Duplicate 
by the Maſter of the e Packet, i in which Veſſel 
Mr, Hughs 3 . ; and the Original, 


5 - 4+ - 


and — the (on of e Neale It was want of 
Candour. Vo would be thought to have given no 
Opinion in this, Franſaction ; but from your Letter, 
No. 5, p. 25. conſider your own Words. Their 


e“ tain, that, if he had been aſliſted by Captain 
W eee of the Lark, they muſt Rave taken the 
1 & * Enemy” s Ship.” 
MW ' This is a bold Aſfertlon of yours; Sit, a little Dicta- 
+ torial to their Lordſhips, and very unfair to me, as it 
a was manifeſtly prejudging me. If you really did be- 
* lieve all that Captain Ein“ ſet forth and ſaid, it was 
eertheléfe unbecoming you, the Coinmatider in Chief, 
oo t diſcover your Opinion to any Perſon; which you 
el =o!t induſtriouſly did, to all the World, by many pe- 
fy ruliat Acts, and Words too. 

Did I, or 'could I dream; chat you wrote your Opi- 
mon to the Duke of Bedford and Lord Anſon? No, 
oF Sir, you told me you had done ſo, in your Bed-cham- 
the ber, in the Preſence. of Captain Erftine ; and that you 
un had diſpatched your Packets, under the Care of Cap- 


tain or Major Mercer, who left you and went Paſſen- 
ger on board ſome Merchant Ship, before you ſawme 
or Captain Eyſtine. In this Inſtance I was readily 
draw in to believe you, becauſe I knew it was an 
Infirmity to which you are very much addicted; and 


* ago,” from your own: Mouth. Whether this Fat 
be true, or falſe, as to your writing your Opinion to 
the Duke of Bedford and Lord Anſon, 1 agree, with 


you, 


— Lo lie will / fee by the incloſed Complaint of Cap< 
Meine, 


thus I obtained © the Proof of ſuch a Fact, ten Years | 


— — —ͤ—ũ—E — — — —— 
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you, that thoſe Letterd, unleſs you ſkewed Copies, 
could not have any Effect on the Members of dhe 
| Court-Martial that tried me at Jamaica ; but a real c 


a pretended Prejudice in Mr. Knowles did make Im. 


: preſſions upon ſome of the Members of that Court. 


Martial; for which, 1 have Reaſon to believe, they are 


ſotry ; and I' know, you ought” to be aſhamed. W. 


» 


arrived at Port. Royal on the 28th of Janumy, where 
Captain Ai tchePs Trial was juſt finiſhed as you cam 


to an Anchor. The Captains of courſe haſted to wait 
on you, when you took the Opportunity of ſaying, 


7 you beard they had paſſed a very ſevere Sentence a 
poor Mi ichel: Anſwer was made you, Yes; ; and tha 
his Behaviour had appeared very black. You replied, 


They might expect to hear a Tale, of a much blacks 


Behaviour, in a Day or two. 


This, Sir, will ſhew how uniform your.  Condul 


| has. been with regard to me; and let the World jud; 
of the Inferences, that naturally followed from I 


Words vou then ſpoke. . 
In p. 4. of your Pamphlet, you gay, o In the þ 
« tail of his Treatment, ſo circumſtantial and minut 


« in other Paticulats,: Mr. Crookſhanks has omitts 


( and very prudently) the Orders of the Admiralty fu 

<« his being tried; which the Reader will find in 4 
„ pendix, No. 7. This Order would have ſhogk ti 
« Credit of his Aſſertion; ſince from thence it wi 


appear, that not Mr. Anwles, but Lieutena 


« Matthew Moore was the Accuſer ; and the Datet 


* the Order being the 1 5th of September, and the Con 


4 modore's Letter to the Admiralty but the 3iſt 


. « Auguſt, it was impoſſible for that to have reach 


© them. The Words indeed of the Order confi 
© the contrary : But the ſame Conveyance by whit 
85 * Captain Crookſhanks ſent his Letter to Mr. Lig 


me! 
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„ mentioned in p. 29. of his Narrative, might carty 
« Mr, Moores Complaint againſt him to the Adnii- 
& ralty ; and moſt probably did.” 

When you wrote this Paragraph, you certainly did 
not poſſeſs yourſelf fo cooly, as a Man ſhould do, that 
could not but be conſcious to himſelf, of the Solidity 
of the Charge that was brought againſt him, or you 
would not have had Recourſe to an Artifice that was ſa 
eaſy to be detected, nor would you have brought forth 
ſuch a Heap of Improbabilities and Inconſiſtencies; how- 
ever, you ſhall ſee, I will have the Charity to ſet you 
right: But do not blame me, if in this Attempt, you 
ſhould unJuckily appear more and mote in the wrong. 
How could I inſert in my Narrative, an Order from the 
Admiralty, which I never ſaw, till the Publication of 
your Pamphlet? Can any Mortal be induced to believe, 
that the Admiralty ſent their Order, for trying me, to 
myſelf: It was ſent to you, Did you, or any body 
for you, ever furniſh me with a Copy of that Order? 
No. I affirm I was not tryed by that Order; I was 
teyed by your Order, and upon Captain Erftine's Com- 
plaint to you. I had heard that Mr. Moore had wrote 
a Letter, but I knew not the Contents, nor was it 
publickly read in Court, You ſecreted that Letter, 
and I will tell you why. You poſitively received the 
Order from the Admiralty, quoted in your Appendix, 
and Mr. Moore's Letter, at Barbadoes. I had this Piece 
of Intelligence from Mr. Hughes; and you was con- 
ſeious, that if Mr. Moore, after writing ſuch a Letter, 
came to be croſs- examined by me, he might make a 
bad Figure, and diſcover ſuch Circumſtances, as would 
hurt the Cauſe you had raſhly and inconſiderately made 
your own ; Therefore, off Antigua or at St. Chriſto- 
pher's, you propoſed to Captain Drake to quit his 
dloop, and go Volunteer with you; and you appointed 

Matthew © [ 


Matthew Moore in his Room. If Mr. Moore had ape 

peared at my Trial, I ſhould not have conſidered him 

as my Accuſer, but as any other Witneſs. I haye 

not, any how or any where, aſſerted, that you were 

my Accuſer, my Narrative furniſhes no ſuch Expreſ. 

lion : I always conſidered Captain Erſaine as my Ac. 

cuſer ; which he certainly was. If you did then, as you 

pretend now, conſider Mr. Moore as my Accuſer, you 

was guilty of manifeſt Diſobedience, to the Orders and 

Intentions of the Lords of the Admiralty. Their Or. 

der after the Preamble ſays, And whereas we think 

« proper, that the Affair ſhould be ſtrictly examined 

© into, we ſend you herewith - Mr. Moores. Letter, 

« afore-mentioned, and require and direct you, to 

« cauſe the Affair to be ſtrictly enquired into at a 

&« Court-Martial, ox, in ſuch other Manner, as you 

« ſhall find requiſite, and to tranſmit tous a PARTI- 

1c CULAR and IMPARFIAL Account, how you find 

< the ſame to be.” — This Order was ſigned by two 

Sea Officers; the ox, and ſubſequent Words, imply Ml © 

Deubt ; no bad Leſſon for you to ſtudy, Sir. If I am 1 
truly informed, one of thoſe Sea Officers recommended 

Mr. Moore to you for Preferment, and probably had 

ſeen and talked to him ; if ſo, he muſt have ſeen that 
Mr. Moore had the Appearance of a raw unexperienced 

young Man, Hence might ſpring that Doubt at the Ad- 

miralty Board, where implicit Faith had not been gi. 

ven on this Occaſion. But I, who am tolerably pa- 

tient in doubting, have now a decided Opinion : For, 

upon my Return to England, and going into Vill. 
Coffee-Houſe, Scotland-Yard, the firſt Perſonage I call 
my Eyes on, was Mr, Moore. L accofted him rather 
abruptly, on which he changed Colour and ſhewedF ” 
Confuſion : I told him I had heard he wrote a Letter 
to Lord Vere, tending to do me great Prejudice wit 

| | | his 
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his Lordſhip. He excuſed himſelf, ſaying, he had 
only wrote the Opinion of Captain Erſtine, who had 
preſented himſelf in the Ward-room of the Warwick, 

and there publickly, in the Preſence of his Officers, 
Mates, Oc. in ſhort of as many of the Rabble as pleaſ- 
d to attend, dictated to the Clerk a Narrative of his 
Engagement with the Glorioſo, and the Tranſactions of 
he Lark; out of which, Mr. Moore confeſſed, that he, 
fter the Example of many others, caught ſome disjoint- 
d Paſſages, and from them compoſed Letters to their 
riends, being adviſed thereto by Captain Ers#ine. But 
r. Moore alſo owned to me, that, of his own Know- 
age, he could not have undertaken to deſcribe any thing 
lative to the Lark; becauſe, from the Time of the 


gagement, he never was above the Gun Deck. 


na Lou ſay, p. 5. That in your Way to Barbadbes, 
„ou diſpatched a Letter when you was off Antigua, 
n the Commanding Officer there, by the Alabo- 
* borcugh, to call in all the Poſt-Captains for the 


Trial of Captain Crookfbanks.” It appears, by your 
pendix, No. 9. p. 28. that you wrote ſuch a Letter 
Sea, and ordered the Poſt-Captains, who were to 
npoſe the Court-Martial, to remain in Engliſb Har- 
r till your Arrival, But you know yourſelf, Sir, 
never was off Antigua till after you had joined Mr. 
xt and parted Company with him. It alſo appears 
four Appendix, No. 10. p. 29. That on the 3d of 
uary 1747-8, when you was off Martinique, you 
n wrote to Mr. Pocock, then commanding a Squ- 
to Leeward of that Iſland, informing him of your 
ter Letter on Account of my Trial: © Since 
hich, ſay you, I have underſtood the Service you 


ming down to join you,” Therefore you ſent 
D 2 to 


arwict's firſt approaching the Enemy, until after the 


e upon, which as I would not interrupt, I am 


—— — — 


[22 ] 
to ſtop him, leſt he ſhould be upon returning intg 
Port. You ſay, p. 6. The two Squadrons did no 
g meet till the 6th of January; and it was impolib|; 

& Mr, Knowles could till now have brought Captain 
& Crookſhanks to his Trial, had his Attention to thi 
& Affair been awaken'd never ſo much: And now it ap. 
© pears that he was inclin'd to do it.” | 

Your boaſted Vigilance, about Martinique, you i 
Conſultation with 47 Pococt about attacking two Men 
of War and ſome India Ships, ſheltered under tie 
Cannon of the Forts there, as well as about an A., 
tempt upon the Iſland of Granada, is all a Fanfaronade, Wil « 
for you own that theſe Deſigns were laid aſide as to 
hazardous; yet, you thereby prove for me, and again c: 
yourſelf, that, you were not preſt to ſeparate fron 
Mr. Pococh's Squadron. 

Mr. Pococ# told me, in your Prefence, that the Oh. 
ject of his Cruiſe was to block up the Ships then a 
Martinique, and to intercept any thing paſling to or fron 
thence. If you had been the leaſt inclined to haſta 
my Trial, even at this Time, when you had joinel 
Mr. Pocock, you would not have dropt and ſometime 
failed to Leeward; for by plying to windward ye 
might have kept cloſe under the Land, and near d 
Fort-Royal Bay; by which Means Mr. Pococ#'s Objel 
could have been more fully anſwered than in any othe 


Station he could poſſibly be. If that had been ti wh 
Caſe, you might then have brought on my Trial; and 
the Boats might have conveniently paſſed to carry / 

i v 


witneſſes backward and forward; though you ſay ti 
contrary. | *C 


I acknowledge that I received Notice of Trial «fff a 
the 7th of January, and in the Manner you mention I. 
but you have omitted to acknowledge the repea C 

. 


Applications I made for that Purpoſe, the Impedime 


123.1 


that were thrown in my Way, and the Ill-uſage I met 
with from the pro-tempore Commander of the Lark, 
all which ſhould be laid to your Charge, for the Rea- 
ſons mentioned in my Narrative, p. 50. It was in 
your Power, and it was your Duty, to remove all my 
juſt Complaints, therefore I am juſtified in charging 
you with not relieving me. But you ſay, p. 6. The 
« Truth of the Matter is, the Commodore having 
« ſignified. his Intention to Mr. Peck, to order a 
« Court-Martial for the Trial of Captain Croothhanks, 
« he directed Lieutenant Hughes, who commanded the 
« Tark, to acquaint him with it; never ordering or 
« ſuſpecting, as they were both together on Board 
« one Ship, that Lieutenant Hughes would write a 
Letter to him about it; and n ſuch a Meſſage 


« ſent by a Lieutenant, and pro-tempore Captain of 


« the Ship, to be no Indignity to Captain Crookhanks.” 

It would not, if Mr. Hughes had ever treated me with 
common good Breeding, but he ſent me this Notice 
by the Hand of a Coxſwain ; and J repeat it again, 
that the whole Series of his Ill-Behaviour to me, 
pointed out your Partiality, and of which, I was con- 
vinced, he was the mean Inſtrument, and for which, 
you afterwards rewarded him with the Command of 
my Ship. I do inſiſt, Sir, that you could then have 
brought on my Trial ſooner; the long Delay of 
which, you well knew, was extremely diſagreeable 
and injurious to me, tho' my Trial “ was only a 
* ſecondary Conſideration with you.” You aſſert, “that 
„hen the Captains Franktland, Broderick, Tayhr, 
* Cormuall, Swanton, Palliſer, Piggot, and Innes, were 
* aſſembled on board Mr. Pocock, they repreſented the 
« Inconveniencies that would attend the holding the 
4 Court-Martial at Sea, in moving the Evidences back- 
4 wards and forwards from Sbip to Ship, and other 


„Ob- 


mand that Service from them, which you ought to have 


— 


241 
6“ Obſtrutions to his Majeſty's Service.” — I knoy 
that the Trial of a Man of ſome Rank, and Character is 
the Navy, muſt have been a difagreeable. Service tg 
theſe Gentlemen, abſtracted from other Conſiderations: 
But pray, Sir, did they all join to make this Remon. 
trance? Or was it one of the Captains of your Squadron 
bound with you to Jamaica, that ſupplied you with thi 
Subterfuge. If it was made by Mr. Poceck's Captains, 
they certainly wiſhed rather to cruiſe, than attend aq 
unpleaſant Service ; but you had the Power to com- 


done, and I have ſhewn might have done. I had been 
four Months a Priſoner, and it was viſible to Mr. P.. 
cock, and ſome other Gentlemen of the Squadron, 
that the Delay of my Trial gave me a ftrong Shock, 
You joined Mr. Pococi on the 6th of January, and you 
did not part Company till the x 1th, why have you not 
ſhewn your Reaſons for driving to Leeward, which 


cauſed your pretended Neceſſity of the two Squadrons 


ſeparating ? Did not you aſſure me at Lowisburg, that 
T ſhould be tried in the Leeward Hand:? When we 
were at St. Chriſtopher's, was it not reported, that the 
Trial was poſtponed upon my Application to you! 
and did not I write to you, that you knew the real 
Fact to be quite the reverſe ? Did you give me any An- 
ſwer, tho', as I formerly ſaid, and now repeat, com- 
mon Civility, or the leaſt Regard to Truth, might 
have induced you to furniſh me with the Means of 
confuting and filencing ſuch a vile, falſe, and ſcanda- 
Jous Aſperſion ? No, Sir, you were ſilent, and you had 
your own Reaſons for it, tho' at laſt you have given 
the World an Anſwer in your Appendix, p. 30, where 
you tell Mr. Secretary Clevland, that “ you ſuſpended 
« your Reſolution of trying me, and had deferred it, 
«6 till your Arrival at Jamaica.“ This Advice was 
wrote 


— — 
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*#rote on the 18th of January; but my Application to 
you, to diſprove that falſe Report, was made the 14thz 
ind you might as well have confeſſed the Truth, to the 
perſons intereſted in America, as have owned it for 
-our own ACt in England. | 

Your loitering under a ſlack Sail when with Mr. Po- 
x#s Squadron, going to Montſerrat, immediately after 
eparation, lying off Antigua, anchoring and watering 
t St. Chriſtopher's, going to St. Euſtatia; all theſe, I 
u, are Proofs that you was not preſſed, or did not 
reſs to get to Jamaica, where you was determined to 
arry me to be tried, rather than in the Leeward 1/ands, 
et me remind you, that Captain Broderick in the Dread- 
wght joined you and Mr. Pococt on Thurſday, the 7th 


at the Monday following was the Day appointed for 
e Trial: I am informed, that Captain Broderick, 
ſter waiting on you, was immediately met by Captain 
tine on the Quarter Deck of the Canterbury, who 
d him in a very public Manner, if he had ſeen his 
rſeine's) Charge, againſt me. He anſwered no. 
Then here it is, ſaid Mr. Erſtine, pray read it.” 
le did, and told Mr. Ers#ine it was a home Charge, 
it could be proved. Mr. Erſtine replied, ©* I don't 
want but three Witneſſes to prove the whole, and I 
have already got two of their Depoſitions'” This 
anguage of his to Mr. Broderick, was highly diſin- 
nuous, and indeed impertinent (to call it no worſe) 
he then imagined Mr. Broderick would fit as one of 
1d e Members of the Court-Martial on my Trial. 
en Nou heard of this Converſation and from that In- 
re Wit reſolved to ſeek every Expedient to prevent my 
led Hna! coming on before him. Mr. Broderick's An- 


it, Wer was ſuch as might be expected from a generous | 


as Wind, determined in all ſuch Caſes, to uſe his own 
vte agment, and to ſee through his own Eyes. 


You 


f January, ſoon after Mr. Hughes had ſent me Notice, 


261 
You ſay, p. 7, that I complain of the Remiſſne 
which had happened in taking Depoſitions, But h 
p. 8, you aſſert, <* If Captain Crookfhanks had unde, 
c ſtood the Nature and Uſage of a Court-Martial, a 
cc if he had not intended to delude the Reader, w 
„ ſhould have heard nothing of this C omplaint. 
4c would have known, that the Afidavits, which might 
tc have been taken at Louisburg or Baſton, would hay 
ec been uſeleſs, if the Court-Martial was not aſſemble 
* at thoſe Places; and that noDepoſitions can be legal 
« ]y read in Court, without the Parties ate perſonal 
i preſent to ſwear to it: For it is viva voce Evider 
cc alone which can acquit or condemn the accuſed Pe 
« fon. Beſides, if Mr. Pococt had held the Coun 
« Martial with the Captains of his Squadron, th 
c might not have appointed Mr. Kirk for Judge-Adn 
tc cate; and then none of the Depoſitions taken | 
« him would have. been valid. But all this Capti 
cc Crookſhanks did not know, or was not willing that l 
c Readers ſhould ; as it totally renders groundleſs t 
« Complaints which are ſpread through ſeveral Pay 
« 2cainft Mr, Knowles.” 

Sir, Deluſion is your Province, you have labour 
hard to cover Truth with Artifice, by bringing Pl: 
fibilities againſt Facts. I underſtand, and well kno 
the Nature and Uſage of Courts-Martial, and I fa 
ter myſelf the moſt diſcerning Readers will not d 
cover the leaſt Intent in me to delude. Change 50 
Word Affidavit for the proper Term Depoſition : W 
then can it mean, but a Depoſite of ſuch Evident 
as the Deponent propoſes to give at the Trial? Ift 
Perſon who takes the Depoſition is legally authoriza 
what imports it whether his Name be John or Th: 
if the Deponent, after being ſworn in Court, ackno 
ledges the Depoſition, and gives clear Anſwers, 
voce, to all ſuch farther Queſtions as the Court 


(27] 
oſes, or as the Priſoner ſhall aſk in his croſs Exami- 
ation? If the Propofal had been made to me, to pro- 
without taking any Depoſition, I ſhould aſſuredly 
ave conſented: Becauſe my earlieſt Experience of 
zurts-Martial made me diſlike that Mode; for which 
Dpinion T have ſuch Reaſons as would puzzle you to 
nſwer. The firſt Time you ſent for me before Mr: 


f the Judge-Advocate's taking Depoſitions. What 
udge-Advocate could you mean ? Could it be any 
ther than Mr. Kirke * Did Mr. Pococł ever propoſe 
> you, or did you ever propoſe to him, any other 
udge- Advocate ? It is idle to think Mr. Kirte would 
ot officiate ; and, from all the previous Steps you had 
aken with relation to this Affair, it is abſurd to believe 
hat you would not put him into that Office. I grant, 
ir, that “ no Depoſitions ſhould be read in Court, 
without the Parties are. perſonally preſent to ſwear 
to them.” But pray, why did your Judge-Advocate 
ad Captain Erftine's Depoſition, and two Letters, 
hich could be of no Validity? This Partiality is 
dern in my Narrative, p. 61. A Partiality that he 
dubtleſs dur/t not have ſhewn, had it not been in Con- 

quence of private Directions from you. 
The Time and Attention which you pretend to have 
dicated to his Majeſty's Service, was really of no Service 
all ; as from the Time you joincd Mr. Pococt, which 
as the 6th of January, you kept dropping to Leeward 
| the while your Squadron was in Company. On the 
With at Noon, the Body of the Iſland Moutſerrat, bore 
by N. ſeven Leagues. At three you made the Signal 
all Captains to aſſemble on board Mr. Pocock's 
lp; and you ſent for, and acquainted me, that J 
ald not be tried then, but muſt wait your Arrival at 
amaica, The 12th you anchored at Montſerrat. The 
E 14th 


;cock and the Captains of his Squadron, you talked 
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1th in Old-Road, St. Uhmſtepber s, and remained ther 
till the 20th ; after which you went to Eyfatia to tri 
away more Time. Why did not you carry Mr, Py 
to Montſerrat ? My Buſineſs might have been finiſhe! 

at that Time, But you ſay, . my Trial was only; 
& ſecondary Service with you.“ I grant it was. An 
yet you ſay, «© When the Commodore had diſtributs 
e to Mr. Pocock and his Squadron what Stores he coul 
< ſpare, he left them, in order to proceed to Famaiy 
<« In his Way he ſtopped at St. Chri/tepher*s to wats 
d& and at St. Euſlatia to gain Intelligence. Never 
& leſs, had he found Mr. Pococt's Squadron in Port: 
% Barbadoes, or had he known his Deſign of goingy 
« anchor at Montſerrat immediately upon their Sex 
< ration, he is full as ready to own likewiſe, thath 
cc could have had no Excuſe for not bringing Capta 
&« Crookſhank; ſooner to a Trial.” Here, Sir, you ſure 
have condemned yourſelf, You could go from Bark 
does to Montſerrat, and then was willing to returny 
Windward, as far as Granada, which was the Objel 
of your Ambition at this Time; though as inſigni 
cant to the Service as the taking of Barbuda wc 
have been to the French. _ | 

' You could not think that I ſhould have met with a 
particular Favour or Partiality from the Captains ( 
Mr. Pocock's Squadron. I never had any Connect 
with any of them ; ſcarcely knew them ; and you 
without Excuſe for not trying me there. You arriit 
at Port- Royal in Jamaita on the 28th of January; a 
you ſay, p. 9, that on the ſecond Day after your M 
« rival you gave Orders to Captain Dent for aſſembli 
% a Court-Martial on Captain Crock/hanks—and ju 
& it could not be dime.” I allow it could not be dal 
ſooner at Famaica : but this I do ſtill inſiſt might h 


been done at Louisburg, or the Leeward 1/ands. 
Ag 
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Again you ſay, The holding the Court-Martial on 
© board the Cornwall, and not on board the Canterbury, 
is made another Subject of Complaint againſt Mr. 
Knowles by Captain Crookfbanks, who was thereb 
« deprived, he ſays, of the Right of confronting his 
Adverſary.” You call this“ a flender Circumſtance; 
d in order to prove it ſo, introduce the pro- 
erbial Application of * drowning Men catching at 
Straws:” Drowning, in the Senſe you mean it, 
either applies to me or my Character, Sir, I hope, 
the World; and as I am under no Neceſſity of 
wing, I think I am in no great Danger of drown- 
g ou beſt know, Sir, now far this Application 
mes home to you. —** To refute this Accuſation, 
however, among the reſt—futile as it is,” ſay you, 
The Reader muſt be told, that if the Admiral had 
been ſo complaiſant as to quit his Ship, and give 
up his Cabin. to hold the Court in, it would have 
been aWeakneſs for which he would have been juſtly 
blameable : For as the Canterbury was only a fixty 
Gun Ship, her Cabin was too ſmall for the Purpoſe, 
and muſt have been very inconvenient, by croud- 
ing the Members; whereas the Cornwall was 
a Ship of eighty Guns, and had a ſpacious Cabin.” 
I fay, Sir, that when there is Occaſion to hold 
urts-Martial on board ſuch Ships as the Canterbury, 
hoſe Cabins are on the Quarter-Deck, the Court 
ually fits in the Ward-Room ; and Mr. Hughes aſ- 
red me, when he gave me Information that Captain 
riline had diſlocated his Arm, that you had given 
ders, and that a proper Diſpoſition would be made. 
here would have been much more Space in the 
bury's Ward-Room, with the Bulk-heads taken 
wn, than in the CormualPs Steerage, where the 


burt did fit, You would not have been incommoded, 
E 2 and 
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very flight, and was oc. 1fioned by Captain 708 
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and had no Occaſion to quit your Sbip on that 4. 
count. 
<« Beſides, fay you, [p. 10.] as Captain Erghi 
« was confined to his Bed from a broken Arm t 
Pay before, it was impoſſible for him to appear; 
ce the Court-Martial, whether it was held on boar 
ce one Ship or another: However, the Choice of th 
4e Ship was in the Breaſt of the Preſident.“ 
Now give me Leave to obſerve, Sir, that Captai 
Erſkine was not confined to his Bed from a broke 
Arm: Mr. Hughes told me it was only diſlocats 
He farther informed me, that the Diſlocation 1 
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attempting to ſtrike ſome Perſon with his Hand: 
that he had no Symptom of a Fever, and wo 
certainly attend the Trial, which he told me woul 
on account of that Accident, be held on board t 
Canterbury, This proved to be otherwiſe ; thous 
Captain Erſtine walked about: But tho? this Accide 
had confined him to his Bed, he yet might nevertheld 
have been examined at the Trial, if it had been h 
on board the Canterbury; for his Bed was in the 
bin of the W.rd-rcom, and the Door of that Cab 
was no more than two Yards from where the Pre 
dent's Chair would have been placed : Therefore, 
was not impoſſible for him to appear at the Cour 
Martial; which by his not doing, I was deprived 
the Right of confronting my tay, as explain 
in my \ Narrative, p- 58. And I do flatly contradi 
what you ſay, about the Choice of the, Ship being 


the Breaſt. of the Preſident. You know quite othe tail 
wiſe; Not that I offer this by way of; Information! # 
ſet you right, but to prevent your ſetting others roc * 


who are unacquainted with naval Affairs. 
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In p. 11. you have ſet forth a Liſt of the Members 
who compoſed the Court-Martial, and ſay, Five 
« Members are fufficient to conſtitute a Court.” You 
know, that four Captains, with the commanding 


Officer's firſt Lieutenant, are ſufficient to compoſe a 


Court-Martial. Your State of the Squadron is not 
material: But you are ſenſible, that the Signal for 
Courts-Martial, and to convene all Captains, is the 
ſame. All come to the Signal; and it is moſt uſual 
for all Captains in the Harbour to attend Courts-Mar- 
tial, when the Fleet is not very numerous : But in that 
Caſe the Commanding Officer gives Orders to the 
eldeſt Captains, whoſe Ships are not under inſtant ſail- 
ing Orders. After giving the Lift of the Members, 
you ſay, It is inſinuated as an infamous Piece of Craft 
« and Partiality in you, that ſome of the Captains were 
« ſent out of the Way.” And you further add, That two 
« of thoſe Captains, of whoſe Abſence Captain Crook- 
« banks complains, were at that Time warm Friends to 
the Admiral.” Captain Powler attended the Trial the 
firſt Day; but Captain Innes never appeared; and theſe 
may poſſibly be the warm Friends you hint at. Theſe 
Gentlemen I did not know, nor had I ever ſpoke to 
either of them, at that Time, in my Life, or to 
Captain Mray; but this I know, that from their ge- 
neral Characters, I ſhall always regret their not at- 
tending the Trial. I will not undertake to judge of 
the Service on which you ſent Captain Pozwlet or Cap- 
tain J/ray : but no Excuſe can be found for the Non- 
attendance of Captain Ines. As to your Friend Cap- 
tain Taylor, he pronounced Judgment aloud againſt me 
at Spaniſh-Town, to Mr. Archdeacon and his Nephew, 
before the Trial came on: And the Captain whoſe 
Ship was at Rattan, was a Member of the Court- 
Martial ; I mean Captain Edward Clark. 


Afﬀter 
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After having, in p. 11, with great Self-complacency, 
diſplayed your perfect Knowledge of your Duty, ang 
your Zeal for the Good of your Country, you go on 
and ſay, p. 12. that, my Trial would till hay 
* been only a ſecondary Conſideration with you, 
cc even for ninety-three Days longer; as the - Captain 
* enjoyed the Air, and the Liberty of the Shore, whe 
« he deſired it, and had never been a Moment unde 
4 Confinement.” | 
What do you think, Sir, of a Delay of ninety-three 
Days, in ſuch a Climate as Jamaica? And would not 
any Perſon of common Humanity, rather have accele. 
rated than affectedly procraſtinated a Gentleman's Tia 
under ſuch Circumſtances ? I affirm that there was 10 
immediate Service that required ſuch Procraſtination; 
for if there had, I ſhould have been aſhamed to com. l: 
plain. But I have ſcarcely ever heard of ſuch Confine 
ment as you would inſinuate you did not inflict. q 
It is not required of you either to vindicate, or con- 
demn the Proceedings of the Court-Martial : but you 
certainly influenced the Court, by your free and public 
Speeches aud Declarations in prejudice © me, befor 
the Court was held. This was an Act of Injuſtice s 
well as Partiality ; of which you ſtand ſelf-condemned 
by your own Words; for, in p. 18, you take Notice d 
the malicious Reports ſpread at Newfoundland and Br 
fon, of which I loudly complained. Yes, I do, d 
your Reports. You ſay, It is true, that at Lauiſbun 
you was informed of many Diſputes and Animoſitie 
between the Officers and Crews of the Lark ang 
* I/arwick, relating to the Engagement with the Gl 
* 7190, and that Quarrels would certainly enſue, if yo! 
did not put a Stop to them. Upon this, you fay, 
« you went on board both Ships, and turning up al 
„Hands, told them, that you was ſatisfy'd Seames 
never 
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« never behave ill, when they were properly led on; 
« and that tho Captain Croothanks was accuſed, yet till 
« he was tried, and the Matter determined by a Court= 
te Martial, if any Officer or private Man threw Reflefti- 
« ons, or entered into Quarrels about it, you would ſe- 
« yerely puniſh them.“ 

When you catne, and while you continued on board 
| the Lark, you was not out of my Sight or Hearing; 
and therefore will you venture to tell me, that you 
made this Speech on board the Lark? You know 
yourſelf you did not. — But admitting that any Part 
of this were true, will any Man of common Senſe 
believe, that you really meant to ſhew the perſonal Re- 
gard, that, in p. 19, you declare you had for Captain 
Crookſbanks, by telling the Lart's Crew, that you was 
ſatisfied Seamen never behave ill when they were pro- 
perly led on; and can any thing be plainer than the 
Malignity of the Inuendo contained in this Obſerva- 
tion ? 

And here J muſt obſerve, that tho' you want to 
ſhuffle off from yourſelf the Iniquity of the Judge-Ad- 
vocate's Behaviour; yet I muft and do affirm, Sir, that 
he was your Inſtrument, and by being your Sccretary, 
was immediately under your Power; otherwiſe he 
© 08 would not have dared to act as he did in taking the 
Br Depoſitions, and during the Courle of the Trial : and, 
I am truly ſorry to ſay, that even ſome of the Members 
bu f the Court- Martial inadvertently and innocently be- 
ime too ſubſervient to your Views, after you had in- 
luenced them by declaring your Opinion to my Pre- 


Gr judice. 

a Thave given a plain and fair Relation of all the Facts; 
f and have kept nothing back from the Publick, but 

> rhat will appear ſtill more and more to your Diſad- 


Vantage when produced, P. 13. you own, you might 
exprels 


Weight and Credibility of the Evidence produced ot 


< that Order for trying me. But as Lieutenant Mm 
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expreſs your Deſire to Mr. Dent, as the Narrative ſe 
forth [p. 85.] that I would ſhorten my Evidence. This 
was an unrealonable Requeſt; and yet, I was ſo con- 
ſcious of my own Innocence, that I readily complied 
with it; though you acknowledge, that it is im: 
de poſſible to ſuppoſe, that any Preſident of a Court of 
« Juſtice would be directed by an Admiral, or even hy 
« his Sovereign, to ſuppreſs Evidence, upon a Fad 
& which had not been already eſtabliſhed, and which 
« was abſolutely neceſlary to his doing that Jun 
ce which his Oath required of him.” 

Sir, you are a Caſuiſt in ſome Things, but not in 
Matters of Law, though you venture to compare the 
Cuſtom of the Courts at //2/tmin/ter with the Proceed: 
ings at Courts-Martial, When Evidence, Cir, i 
complicated, two or three Witneſſes may ſpeak to ont 
Fact, which may be contradicted by other Evidence: 
In that Caſe every Witneſs ſhould be examined, 's 
the Proof of the Fact would depend upon the 


either Side. | 

You farther ſay, [p. 14.] that amongſt the Lt 
& ters and Orders which you received from the Boar 
« of Admiralty, when you arrived at Jamaica, u 


te the Gentleman mentioned in the Order, and v 
c muſt have been the principal Proſecutor for it 
*© Crewn, had been left on the Antigua Station, ai 
6 could not be produced to ſupport his Accuſatiot 
<< therefore the Court-Martial proceeded, by an Orde 
&« iſſued from Admiral Knowles.” You received the A 
miralty Order and Mr. Moore's Letter at Barbadv 
you know you did; and I have ſhewn, why Mr. Mar 
was left at Antigua; as alſo, why he could not bem 
Accuſer, if he had not, In what Light were Captal 

Ent 
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Frſcine and his Officers to appear? Can it be thought 


ſet 
d pat they would be ſilent, and truſt the Deciſion of 


rich an Affair to a Paſſenger ? Captain Eine was 
liel Wray Accuſer, and muſt be conſidered as ſuch, by your- 
ſelf, from the time you received his Letter of the 24th 
of Fu ; for he there tells you, “ That he ſhall draw 
« up a regular Complaint againſt me, to be preſented 
« tg you on his Arrival at Louiſburg.“ He arrived 
uct mere the 18th of Aaguft, but on the 15th you wrote 
tice me, you had received a Complaint againſt me, from 
Captain Erſtine; from whence it appears, that you had 
formed your Reſolution and Plan of trying me, on the 
Repreſentations of Mr. Hughes, who arrived at Lowiſ- 
burg nine Days before Captain Erſtine. In Obedience 
to your Order of the 15th of Auguſt, I arrived at 
Louiſburg the 4th of September; the Complaint of Cap- 
tain Erſkine in your Appendix, No. 6. has no Date; 
and tho the Judge-Advocate's Letter to me, ineloſing 
a Copy of that Complaint, is dated the 4th, yet they 
were not delivered to me till the gth of September. 
Your Order from the Admiralty implies no ſuch Thing 
as that Mr. Moore was to be the Proſecutor ;/ but this 
Letter was ſent to you with that Order, to enable 
and direct you, ſtrictly to enquire into the Affair, and 
ſend their Lordſhips a particular and an impartial Ac- 

count. #0 | S344, 2 92 a 
What you ſay about the“ Complaints, which I 
made againſt the Judge-Adyocate's refuſing, by your 
Orders, to give me Copies of all the Affidavits that 
were taken previous to my Trial,“ is very falacious. 
The Act of Parliament which forbids the taking of 
preparatory Depoſitions, was not then in force: But 
this Complaint was not made thro' Ignorance : It was 
only to ſhew the Irregularity of the Proceedings of Mr. 
Hirte and you in Conjunction; and as congenial Souls 
wks + * are 
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are Uniſons, you muſt pardon me, if I cannot ſeparate 
the Ideas of both. Mr. K:rke had promiſed to ſend my 
Copies of the ſeveral Depoſitions when collected, tg 
which I had as much Right as my Accuſer, who fay 
every Depoſition, and put them to a very bad Uſe, | 
expected Mr. X:rke would have ſent me the Copies d 
the Depoſitions ; but you “ forbad his doing it,” 2 
is proved in my Narrative, p. 48. 

If I had been of a complaining Diſpoſition, I ha 
frequent Opportunities to ſhew it: But I thought i 
beneath me, and rather choſe myſelf to take Mr. Hugh 
to taſk for his Inſolence. Mr. Hughes, at Newfoundland 
aſſured every body, that you would give him the Com. 
mand of the Lark, if I did not acquit myſelf. Pry 
how came he to know you were ſo well convinced 
my Miſconduct, that he granted my Requeſt of goin 
aſhore as the Effect of his or your Compaſſion, to gin 
me an Opportunity of eſcaping and ſaving my Lit! 
Mr. Hughes made this Speech at Lieutenant-Governd 
Brad/treet's Table, before ſeveral Officers and Gentle 
men. Captain Fore, late of the Canterbury, was ons 
of the Company, and he had great Compundtion i 
telling me what paſſed, which he did the next Mor 
ing, and declared he could not reſiſt doing it, as it ca 
ried ſo cruel an Appearance. From whom could Mr 
Hughes learn this Leſſon, if you had never utter 
ſuch Words? But every Act of yours relative to n 
were Declarations of the Part you took : And, in fac 
Mr. Hughes's great Weakneſs betrayed the Reſolution 
that, it is plain, you had previouſly taken, and which 
was your Intereſt ſhould have been better concealed. 
You ſay, p. 17. * That you received me in the mo 
civil and frendly Manner on my arrival at Zowybury 
Indeed there never had been any Occaſion for you 


behaving in a different manner towards me, fince 
h 
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ad been Ship-mates together, on board the Torbay, 
ith Sir Charles Wager, in 1727; nor had you ever 
at: had any Diſpute or Diſagreement with me, in your 


meMife.” Therefore your Partiality and Prejudice againſt 
gde was the more ſurprizing and unaccountable. You 
ay now in what a favourable Light I had the Honour 
Ide held, by Sir Charles Wager; and your Know- 
ige of me, who had never been joined in renting 
e expoſing your Character, ſhould have taught you 

leaſt, to treat me with common Juſtice, excluſive 
other Conſiderations, of which you need not be re- 
Give me leave to aſk again, Was it your perſonal 
gard to me, that induced you to go on board the 
arwick, many Days before the Lark arrived, and there 
ank the Officers and Men for their gallant Behavi- 
r in the Action? Adding, that you had no Doubt 
t the Lar#'s Company would have behaved as well, 
| their Captain ſet them a good Example? The 
ſputes and Animoſities which you were informed 
buld have happened, between the Crews of the Lark 
d Y/arwick, ſhould have made you cautious in 
ing your Opinion upon the Engagement. The 
amour between the Crews of the two Ships was 
beſt Certificate I could wiſh or want. The Officers 
| Crew of the Lark were to a Man, very new 
quaintance of mine; and whoever knows military 
ice, knows that neither Seamen nor Soldiers will 
bear Infolence to, and Reflections upon, the moſt 
tor Commanders, whom they even ſuſpect to be 
ty of daſtardly Behaviour. The Animoſity of the 
ts People towards the Yarwics, was a Proof of 
Wir being ſatisfied with my Conduct ; and I had 
ſtrongeſt Evidence of it from the whole Ship's 
mpany, even after my Sentence. 


F 2 You 
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You fay, [p. 19.) © Indeed Mr. Knowles new 
4e heard till lately, that Captain Crook/hanks found 
« Fault with his Treatment of any Sort before ti 
« Trial; and then only on Account of his refuſing 
et to grant a Court-Martial againſt Captain Erhi 
« againſt, whom he then recriminated. But it 
Mr. Knowles's firm Opinion at that Time, and 
« js his. Opinion hows, that it would have been be 
& cruel and unjuſ? ta, have tried Captain Erchine on at 
e ſuch Accuſatian; ; and in this Opinion he is ſure 
« ſhall ever remain.” ; 

I innocently made Uſe of the Word £ ut 
to you, and you made. a bad Uſe of it to the Secret " 
of the Admiralty, as in your Appendix, ip. 34. 
Secretary Gorbet laid hold of the Ward ; all which 
to my Diſadyantage, as I was forced into Mealun 
that might carry the Appearance of Recriminatic 
without intending it in the leaſt, I was the ſenior Offi 
and had a Right to exhibit my Complaint againſt | 
Erskme, in Preference to his againſt, me, as he 
under my Command, : Theſe Complaints were n 
to you about the ſame Time, yet you ſhewed nok 
gard to what I wrote or ſaid, but told me you fo 
yourſelf under a Neceſſity of ſuſpending and trying! 
on Captain , Ersine's Complaint, whoſe Conduct 
were determined to gverloot upon very. odd Dodtri 


MEET 


Mr. Matthews 3 Mr. Leftock were both tried ont 
Complaint of each other, You, Sir, yourſelf, v 
ſome very memorable Letters, arraigning the Cant 
of your Captains in an Action which happened on! 
fyſt of October, 1748, near the Havanna, and 
ought ſurely to have tried them, if what you inſinut 
had been true. They knew the Falſity and Wick 
neſs of thoſe Inſinuations, and the dreadful Canl 
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ences to their Characters, if they remained quiet; 
herefore they applied to the Ad miralty, who ordered 
hat you ſhould be tried, for ** that (among other Ar- 
ticles)” you had 3 to deceive his Majeſty, 
hat Board, and the Public, by having tranſmitted a 
ale and injurious Account of the ſaid Action to their 
Secretary, by a Letter of the ad of October, 1748. 

Sir, Captains Charles Holmes, Charles Powlett, Ed. 
wo Toll, and Thomas Innes, were by the Opinion of 
the Attorney and Sollicitor-General, the King $ Advo- 
cate, the Advocate and Council of the Admiralty, 
Jaid before the Court-Martial by the Judge-Advocate, 
admitted Accuſers, Managers, and competent Wit- 
nefſes. After the explanatory Articles of their Charge 
2ainſt you were read, they amongſt other Things ſay ; 
60 We beg Leave to obſerve to the Court, that we have 
* had no Views of ſcreening ourſelves by accuſing 
« Rear-Admiral Knowles, for we have deſired Courts- 
« Martial on ourſelves, as ſoon as his Trial is over; 
Land as all Perſons ought, who regard their 
„Honour, we are extreamly glad to have an Oppor- 
« tunity to vindicate our Characters before ſuch com- 
© petent Judges, as this Court is compoſed of.” Theſe 
four Captains ſupported their Charge againſt you in 
ſuch Manner, that you were adjudged to fall under the 
thirty-third Article of War, and alſo under Part of 
the fourteenth Article, namely the. Word NROII- 
GENCE, a moſt comprehenſive Word, that coſt a late 
unhappy Admiral his Life, — and you, Sir, were RE- 
PRIMANDED ONLY. 

Here it is ſufficient to obſerve, that Sir William 
Rowley, Sir Edward Hawke, and Admiral Forbes, 
were three of your Judges, and alſo of the Court- 
Martial, that ſeparately tried the four Captains who 
were all acquitted; and one of them, viz. Captain 
— Holmes, 
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Holmes, now an Admiral, with particular Marks of 
Honour and Diſtinction. And now, Sir, let me ask 
of you, was Mr, Leflock, in the Caſe of Mr. Matthey;, 
told he was of a recriminating Temper ? Were those 
Captains in your Caſe told ſo by the Admiralty ? No; 
Can it then be lawful and reaſonable, as in the aboye 
Inſtances, for Juniors to obtain Trial of their Seniors; 
and yet be thought cruel and unjuſt to grant me, who 
was the Senior Officer, Trial of my Junior ? You did 
not think it cruel or unjuſt to try Captain Erſkine, on 

another Occaſion, for a trifling Diſobedience at 
maica, in allowing a few Pounds of Beef to be 10 
more than your Order ſpecified ; you brought him to 
a Court-Martial in England, many Months after the 
Tranſaction; you appeared yourſelf, and carried on 
your Proſecution with Vehemence : He was ſuſpend- 
ed for twelve Months, and alſo ſuffered a pecuniary 
Puniſhment ; I ſhall never undertake to juſtify the 
leaſt Breach or Neglect of Orders; but I am certain 
you would have done yourſelf nber in this Inſtance, 
if you had been contented with giving him a private 
Reprimand. 

But does Mr. Knowles claim the Prerogative of de. 
ciding the Controverſy between me and Captain Er- 
ſeine ; and of proving that Black is White, and White 
is Black, as may beſt ſerve his own invidious Purpoſes! 
It is more than probable, that my repeated Applica- 
tions to the Lords of the Admiralty would have met 
with very different Succeſs from what they have hither- 
to had, if Mr, Knowles's ill- grounded, falſe Opinion, 
had not, unhappily for me, prevailed but too much at 
that Board, where he was then in Credit enough to 
bave his partial Repreſentations of Men and Thing 
liſtened unto. 

If Captain Crookſhanks, ſay you, [p. 19.] “ had 
6 3 Admiral Knowles his Enemy and Oppreſſor, 
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E js it to be believed, that after the Court-Martial, he 
ole . would come to the Admiral to aſk his Opinion of 
lo: » the Sentence ? This Captain Crook/hanks did, as he 
"ec well knows.” 

Sir, I really all along thought you my Enemy and 
Dppreſſor ; and that you had been openly and 
wowedly ſuch, without Reaſon or Excuſe, My At- 
e on you was not to aſk your Opinion of the 
gentence, but to complain both of that and of the 
Proceedings at my Trial, and at the ſame Time to 
aſk your Permiſſion, that I might go a Volunteer on 
e Expedition to Port Louis, and St. Fago de Cuba; 


on ind this you do know to be the Truth. My Wiſh and 
nd. eaning was to ſeek the firſt Opportunity of ſignaliz- 
ia Wing myſelf, and wiping off any Prejudice that the 
the public, I ſay the Public only, might have received 


f- my Want of perſonal Reſolution; which was 
an Imputation which you and your Minions had en- 
deavoured to throw and affix upon me, by mean Con- 
ances, and diſhonourable Arts; but my Character 
this Particular was above all your Malice ; it was 
* is not, and I am confident it never will be ſuſ- 
„ by many Perſons of Honour and Credit who 
dme well. Sir, vou need not ſuſpe& my Want 
of perſonal Reſolution ; if you had ſuſpected it, why 
lid you not accept my Offer to go Volunteer? It would 
ave obviated every Pretenſion of mine, to call you, as 
do, my Enemy and Oppreſſor: But the ſame Want 
ff Principles and Diſpoſition for ſtrict and impartial 
Juſtice, that plunged you into deviating from the uner- 
ing Rules of Equity at firſt, influenced you to the 
ery laſt, The only Opinion I then aſked of you 
was, if you thought I ſhould be able to obtain any 
Relief from the Sentence that had been pronounced 
gainſt me? Your Anſwer was, ** You wiſhed Captain 


' MitchelPs Taſk was as cafy.” If you had permit- 
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ted me to go Volunteer, I ſhould have endeavourg 
to have made mine an eaſy Taſk, by acquiting my} 
I hope, in ſuch a Manner as ſhoukd* lire reel 
Honour even upon you yourſelt. 
I never pretended that you gave weak and ridiculg 
Anſwers, to my Letters and Meſſages ; I complaine 
you ga ve no Anſwers at all; if you had, you mut 
| have ned my Point: But you have not anſwei 
them now ; therefore they ſtand up in Judgmaf 
and continue in full Force againſt you. 
Vou ſay, [p. 20.] © The Charge againſt the A 
© miralty by Captain Crookſhanks does not lie yi 
« Mr. Knowles to anſwer ; yet he cannot cloſe this I 
te fence of himſelf . obſerving, that by Re 
c rences an impartial Judgment may be formed 
their Lordlbip s Equity, in their Anſwer to th 
« Complaint,” My Charge is not againſt the Add 
ralty, but, Sir, againſt you, for deceiving, ſo far 
your Influence extended, that Board and the Public 

As to what you advance in p. 35, I anſwer, thatt 
Lords of the Admiralty could only compare ſuch | 
| ſolutions, as you thought proper to tranſmit, with d 
Sentence they had ſeen; and the Preſident of f 
_ Court-Martial has put it beyond all Doubt, that 
Reſolutions ſent to the Admiralty were very differ 
from thoſe that the Court came to, and which the in 
partial World muſt look upon, as neither more nor ł 
than the Fal/ification of a Record; yet you affirm in p. 
that © in the Proceedings at Court-Martials the l. 
< ſolutions are always wrote down previouſly to l 
« Sentence; and then the whole is ſigned by the Pn 
« ſident, and each reſpective Member, according Wn 
© Seniority, ſo that they cannot afterwards be alte 

cc without - Eraſement, and a manifeſt Detecii er 
of the Fraud. If thoſe Things were not dne 
in Captain 9 s Court- Martial, it may 
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fel natural enough to aſk whoſe Fault it was: But 
dme Reader cannot heſitate in anſwering, Not Ad- 
© miral Knowles's, He is ready to give all the Proofs 
© the Fact admits of.” Sir, you know better, I will 
linelhot impute ſuch Weakneſs as this to your want of 
munderſtanding; but let me adviſe you for the future to 
ave with a little more Candour than in this Inſtance 
ou manifeſtly do. The Reſolutions that the Court- 
Martial came too at my Trial, were, as you yourſelf 
ow, ſcandalouſly altered, and are very different from 
oſe you tranſmitted to the Board of Admiralty. The 
relident has acknowledged it; and Mr. Dent, who 
a3 never yet forfeited his Credit, the World will 
ely believe. Where, Sir, are the original Reſolu- 
ons? You ſhould have them; produce them, and the 
raud is detected. Your officious Opinion would have 
wrdered my Reputation, and all for what? * No 
nity” you ſay; but I fay, in order to cover the 
Ibſurdities and Iniquity you had been guilty of. 
You ſay, [p. 21.] There have been five different 
Boards of Admiralty during the Time I have 
applied for Redreſs.” Granted. What then? This 
takes no Variation in my Complaint to that Board, 
r my Charge againſt Captain Erſtins and you are not 
te leſs; but ſtill the ſame; diſprove that Charge if 
ou can. If you cannot, I muſt ſtill hope for Juſtice, 
nd am determined to continue to exert the Privi- 
iges of an injured Britiſh Subject, tho' I am till un- 
dreſſed, notwithſtanding his Majeſty's moſt gracious 
eference, to that Board, of my humble Petition, to 
im, ſo long ago as in 1749. Do you think that a 
t Cauſe is either loſt, or given up, becauſe it has not 
en vigorouſly proſecuted ? I have already given Rea- 
dns, which, whatever you may think, the World I 
pe will think ſatisfactory ones, why this Cauſe was 
ot proſecuted earlier and with Vigour, and therefore 
think 
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think it unneceſſary. to add any Thing further upon 
this Head, —but this I mult add, t that 7 have Reaſon 
to believe ſome Lords of the Admiralty bave conſider. 
ed and 'been ſenſible of the Hardſhip of my Caſe, and 
the inadvertent Severity of my Sentence. ou far 
that Juſtice has been done me; this I flatly deny, and 
hope that the equitable Part of Mankind will be of th 
ſame Opinion. But, Sir, depend upon it, I will pe. 
ſevere til Juſtice is done you, and till the World i 
further convinced of what I have ſuffered from you 


unmerited Partiality. ONO 8 


POSTSCRIPT 


Dmiral Knaules having, ſince the publiſhing g 
Ae his pretended. Refutation of Mr. "Crookſhank'i 
Charge againſt him, tacked” to it A Letter of his tot 
Adinizal, datcd the 7th of September, 1747, which h 
ſays he lately found among his Papers, and which, wi 
the Aſſiſtance of the dextrous Art of Transformatiay 
he fancies, will of itſelf be ſufficient” to vindicate hi 
from the Charge of © having been buſy or forward it 
Sl foreſtalling phiions;“ Mer. Crookfhanks thinks iti! 
cumbent upon him to acknowledge this only Oblie 
tion that Mr. Knowles ever conferred upon him, it | 
ing a freſh Specimen 1. either his Penetration or hi 
Candour, and he-is at iberty t to chuſe which of theh 
two Qualities he will pleaſe to give up to the othe 
The frank and open Manner in which Captain on 
ſhanks expreſſed himſelf i in that Letter, muſt nee 
convince every ſenſible and impartial Reader, that | 
relied fo entirely on the | aſtice of his Cauſe, that h 


ſcorned havi ing Recourle to any little Arts or Subte! 
ſug 
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ge contrary Al it to 0 his f xd 3 1 
ſay nothing | but what 4 could 13105 an 
on the bene 


folemn Occa ion.” But after the ſtriking and? au- 
enticated Proofs that Mr. Croekjhanks kas brought 


dr f Admiral Knowles O early Plan of Partiality and Op- 
* d which Ca; tai Crookſhanks had dan 
14 enon; and which Captain a melan. 


holy, and but too full a Conviction of, antecedent 

o his writing this Letter, that Mr. Knowles hugs 5 
lf ſo much with the Diſcovery of lately, Can” any 
eaſonable and unbiaſſed Man; can even Admiral 
wwles himſelf beli eve, that Captain Crook/hanks was 

jous when he tells him in that Leiter, that he was 
onvinced he (Admiral Knowles )"< would ſearch out 
the Truth? No, ſo far from it, he was well 
dnvinced of the contrary, and eaſily gueſſing at 
hat he would further do from what he had al- 
eady done, he expected every Thing that Ar- 
nice and Malice could. ſuggeſt to the Tron-hand of 
Power to execute; he therefore wrote him that Letter 
pon very mature Deliberation, but did it, as is eaſily 


od Doubt but the Admiral would diſcover the Drift and 
endency of it, tho? this Conjecture of his, it now 
appears, was paying a Compliment to Mr. Knowle;'s 
Viſcernment, which Mr. Xnotoles's Humility makes 
bim diſclaim all Title to :—but ſuppoſing (which is 
however abſolutely denied) that Captain Crookſhanks 
bad been ſerious in what he then wrote, and which Mr. 
Knowles's Self-Complacency might very eaſily lead him 
into a Belief of, ſhould not that very Belief have brought 
on a little Self-recolleCtion, and have induced him, by a 
Review of his paſt Conduct towards Captain Creok- 
ans (whom in the Concluſion of his elaborate Per- 
33 he PRESUMES to“ pity as an unhappy Man, 


perceivable, in ſo very ironical a Way, that he made 
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a) ſhould not this Belief, I ſay, babe induceth 
repair, as far; as. in him lay, the Injury" he hi ul 
. dy done him; by ſubſequently behaving ke d an 
be Commanding Omer, inſtead of acting li 
nd an —.— Party, a8 8 ke had * 
| Bat ſuch Conduct as this, tho” en 
| n ack, and humane, would haye been acting incon 


(; 


il | duty, and indeed, in ſome Things, it muſt be 

|, SJnowledged, Wk, Geotleman is perfectly conki 

| with hill => Upon the Whole, min 6 

Bellen that Letter to be ſeriours.or be 

112286 | eve, it, common. Humanity 1d 

1 ATE andor ſhould have-made him diſcontinue a Con 
| 
; 


that was 2 public Reproach to him, and which 


[auld not but ſtand ſelf-reproached, with ; and if hes 
nat believe it, it ſhould in common Prudence | 
dens Caution to him how he proceeded ,.in the 
| Ther Proſecution of an Affair, upon the Deciſiag 
0 which depended, what to a Man of, Honour (and 
Pope! may be allowed to add, an — Of 50 
| a ire Gy either Fortune ee 
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